National Mississippi River Museum and Aquarium

Conservation Education Curriculum

Target Grades:
4th – 6th
Key Words:
Mammal, mammary glands, 
Subject Areas:
Science 
Duration: 45 minute to 1 hour
Title: Mammals of the Mississippi
Summary:

What has fur (or hair), bears live young, and has the ability to produce milk? If you guessed a mammal, then you’re right! But wait. There’s more! Mammals come in all shapes, colors and sizes and are very interesting creatures. This program will teach you the ins and outs of Mississippi River mammal identification and some interesting facts for you to share on these fascinating animals.

Objectives:

Students will be able to….

1. List what makes a mammal a mammal

2. Determine what an animal eats based on teeth in skull

3. Learn about the history and conservation of Mississippi River Mammals
Group Size: 

30-60 students
Background for Educators:

Materials Needed:
· Fur case
· Skull case

· Bison hide and skull

· Elk antler
Procedure:

Evaluation:

Additional resources:

Extensions:

Credits:
Mark D. Wagner, Iowa State University Extension, Director of Education for the National Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium; Dubuque, Iowa

Annette Wittrock- National Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium; Dubuque, Iowa

