National Mississippi River Museum &Aquarium

Environmental Education Curriculum
Target Grades: 
K-3


Key Words: 
wild animals, domestic animals,

      
mammals, birds, reptiles,

 
amphibians


Subject Areas: 
ecology, drama


Duration: 
30-60 min.
Title: Guess what I am? 

Summary:

 This activity helps students to identify various animals and to classify these as wild or domestic, and further as mammals, birds, reptiles, or amphibians.  

Objectives:

· learn the difference between wild and domestic animals

· classify common animals as birds, mammals, reptiles, or amphibians according to their unique characteristics

· creatively act out each animal(singly or as a group)

· after the animal has been guessed by the students, discuss it’s characteristics and classify it

Group Size: 15-30 students

Background for Educators:

Animals can be identified as being wild or domestic.  Wild animals live in free conditions, providing their own shelter, food and protection.  Some examples are skunks, raccoons, deer, etc.  Domestic animals are those that humans have tamed and kept in captivity.  Some examples of domestic animals are cows, chickens, pigs, cats and dogs.  

Mammals have fur, a constant body temperature, and take care of their young by providing them with milk.  A cat, deer and a human are all mammals.  Amphibians lead a “double life”, living in the water and then on land, and returning to the water to lay their eggs.  Salamanders, frogs and toad are amphibians.  Reptiles resemble amphibians, but have scales on their body.  Snakes, turtles, lizards, and crocodiles are all types of reptiles.  Birds are the only animals with feathers.  Chickens, owls, and pheasants are some birds.

Materials Needed:

· reference materials with good pictures to identify various animals 

prepared slips of paper with animal names from each group discussed for students to draw from a hat and act out

Procedure:

Discuss with students the differences between wild and domestic animals and generate a list of each kind.  Also include a discussion of mammals, birds, reptiles, and amphibians, their characteristics, and a listing of animals in each grouping.  Be sure to show pictures or other representations of each animal so students are sure to be able to distinguish the differences.  As a group or as individuals, let students draw from prepared slips of paper with the names of several of the animals that were discussed.  Let students show their creativity to act out the animal.  As the class guesses the animal, be sure to discuss again if it is wild or domestic, and of which group it is characteristic (mammals, birds, reptiles, or amphibians).    

Evaluation:

· student participation

· teacher observation

· student understanding of key words

Additional resources:

· A Golden Guide to Reptiles and Amphibians by H. Zim and H. Smith, Golden Press, New York.

· A Golden Guide to Birds, by H. Zim and I. Gabrielson, Golden Press, New York.

· A Golden Guide to Mammals, by H. Zim and D. Hoffmeister, Golden Press, New York.

Extensions:

· Read Native American stories from “Keepers of the Animals”

· Go on a nature hike to look at animal signs

· Track casting

Credits:
Mark D. Wagner, Iowa State University Extension, Director of Education for the National Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium; Dubuque, Iowa

