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Over 500 volunteers assist with 
hospitality, archives, events, 
collections, exhibits, & education. 
We salute our 33 full-time staff 
and all our part-time staff. 
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                                    To be the world’s premier center to interpret and 
preserve the Mississippi River’s natural environment and history, inspire a global audience, and 
create more knowledgeable and engaged citizens.

The Museum & Aquarium has become the most comprehensive river museum in the nation 
with a $50 million, 14-acre educational campus.  We have hosted 2.3 million on-site visitors in 
the past 12 years and in the next five years are on our way to reaching 2 million people with 
outreach programs and exhibits across the country. 

CRITICAL ISSUES
We believe in the next decade that access to clean water, loss of critically endangered 
species, and a necessary increase in the public understanding of STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics) education and science literacy will continue to be at the 
forefront of the global issues facing us all.  

The Dubuque County Historical Society has spent the last 40 years building a legacy that 
showcases the history and cultures of the Mississippi River and Rivers of America. 

EMBRACING THE FUTURE
We are now in a unique position to further broaden our message while also expanding our 
reach to our visitors, institutional partners, the education community, and the community at-
large. 

As we embark on our next journey our work will focus on you, our stakeholder, in the de-
velopment of new learning experiences and immersive environments, and in advocating and 
providing solutions to these prevalent issues of our lifetime. We will do all of this while making 
notable improvements towards the health of the nation’s rivers.  

Yours, in partnership with the National Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium, 

Ken Furst    Jerry Enzler
Chairman    President

OUR VISION
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The Oceans begin at the Mountaintops. 

  How we treat the lands and the           
 streams has a direct impact on our   
      rivers and oceans.
Everything is connected to everything else. We cannot separate the 
history of a place from its environment. It is essential that people, 
especially youth, understand the history and attitudes towards nature 
over time, and how those attitudes have made an impact on the health of 
the rivers and oceans today. 
Our rivers and oceans are in peril. 

 We must work together 
to reach as many people as possible through exhibitions, television, film, 
the internet, community programs, and in-school activities 

  to tell this important story.
I applaud your efforts and believe that, 

  with all of us working together,  
we can make a difference in the world.

Jean-Michel Cousteau
in a letter to CEO Jerry Enzler



A YEAR IN REVIEW
In 2014, We:
Served 180,000 people from across the nation and from  

70 countries.

Provided programs for 15,000 schoolchildren and more than 30,000 

children with their parents. 

Provided free memberships and admission to those qualifying for 

assistance programs.

Opened The Battle for the Mississippi River: Key to Victory in the Civil War 

and A City Divided: Dubuque During the Civil War

Featured two new films, SpongeBob SquarePants and the Great Jelly 

Rescue and Planet Earth: Shallow Seas, in our state-of-the-art 3D/4D 

Theater.   

Welcomed two six-banded armadillo babies as part of the Association 

of Zoos and Aquariums Species Survival Plan

Celebrated the arrival of a Green Sea Turtle - a rescued, 

non-releasable juvenile that has undergone rehabilitation. 



THE NUMBERS

Museum Operations
Collections and Education
General and Administrative
Fundraising
Depreciation 

TOTAL

EXPENSES
$5,249,281

$908,653
$343,925
$172,065

$2,118,982

$8,792,906

Depreciation 
2 4 . 0 % Museum Operations 5 9 . 8 %

Fundraising 2 . 0 %

Collections & Education 
1 0 . 3 %

General &  
Administrative 3.9%

ASSETS
Cash and Cash Equivalents 
Receivables, Inventories, 
    Prepaid Expenses
Unconditional Promises to Give (Net)
Endowment and Investments to 
    Support Operations
Property and Equipment (Net)

TOTAL

$83,908

$458,538 
$522,145

$6,314,868
$38,873,148

$46,252,607

Property & Equipment 
(Net) 84.0%Unconditional Promises 

to Give (Net) 1 . 2 %

Cash & Cash 
Equivalents 0 . 2 %

Receivables, Inventories, 
Prepaid Expenses 0 . 9 %

Endowment and Investments to 
Support Operations 1 3 . 7 %

The Historical Society is also a 
beneficiary of funds held at the 
Community Foundation of Greater 
Dubuque totalling $1,830,166. 

INCOME
Earned Revenue (tickets/sales)
Contributions
Grants
Endowment/Investment Income
Remaining

TOTAL

$2,542,618
$942,842
$532,721
$290,014 
$246,747 

$4,554,942

Earned Revenue 
5 5 . 8 %

Endowment/ 
Investment Income 
6 . 4 %

Grants 11.7%

Contributions 
2 0 . 7 %

Remaining 
5 . 4 %

Artifacts, archives, and other 
historical collections are not 
capitalized and are additional assets 
held in trust for the community. 

The Historical Society has no 
long-term debt.



THE WORLD 
AROUND US
We live steps away from the 3rd largest watershed in the world, the 
Mississippi River, which is home to more than 445 species of fishes; flyway 
for more than 60% of North American birds; and, provides 20 million 
Americans fresh drinking water – we take conservation seriously. 

As a member of the Association of Zoos 
& Aquariums (AZA) we believe it is 
our responsibility to create examples 
of conservation while raising public 
awareness, communicating our message 
effectively and responsibly, and generating 
excitement for our audiences. 

Conveying a strong message of 
conservation in public view is now more 
critical than ever. 

Our work in conservation education 
and research focuses on climate change 
and water quality; water chemical usage 
for our watersheds; and amphibian and 
aquatic life as it relates to local habitat 
loss, alterations and native species 
introduction. 

According to AZA at least one-third 
of amphibian species are currently 
threatened with extinction.

Since 2010, the Museum & Aquarium has 
worked with endangered species such 
as the Wyoming Toad where we have 
propagated and released over 24,000 
tadpoles. We are continuing these efforts 
with Mudpuppies and Higgins Eye 
Mussels to raise the public understanding 
of and appreciation of wildlife 
conservation issues. We work to create 
a deeper understanding of conservation 
issues on a local, regional, and national 
scale. 

The Museum & Aquarium is currently 
working with the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service to breed the endangered  
freshwater mussel Lampsilis higginsi.

Wyoming toads were virtually extinct in 
the wild. The Museum & Aquarium has 
participated in a captive breeding program 
to bolster this important species. 



• Each year we educate more than 45,000 school 
children and 700 teachers as part of our 250,000 
visitors, on- and off-site annually. In the next 
five years we will increase our capacity to reach 2 
million people with our outreach programs and 
exhibits across the country. 

•With over 16,000 artifacts and 22,000 archival 
items in our historical collection, it is our duty as 
stewards to preserve and interpret this rich cultural, 
social, and natural history. 

• It’s our honor to maintain our 14-acre campus and 
its national historic landmark and national historic 
registered structures. 

•Each year we provide food, life support, and 
veterinary services for the 600 animals and 145 
species under our care. 

over
two million 
visitors

• We provide 35 free educational programs each year 
for low-income schools. 

• We welcome more than 4,000 people to the 
Museum & Aquarium and Ham House each year 
through the Everyone’s Museum Membership 
program, where low income families are invited to 
become members free of charge.

• RiverWorks Discovery is the Museum & 
Aquarium’s national traveling exhibit and 
educational program which educates people about 
the commerce, culture, conservation, and careers of 
the great rivers of America and their watersheds. 

• Telling the stories of America’s river people and 
preserving our nation’s river history has been the 
mark of the National Rivers Hall of Fame, which 
resides at the Museum & Aquarium.


