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To be the world’s premier center to interpret and preserve the 
Mississippi River’s natural environment and history, inspire a global 
audience, and create more knowledgeable and engaged citizens.

Will you join us?

The Museum & Aquarium has become the most comprehensive 
river museum in the nation with a $50 million, 14-acre educational 
campus.  We have hosted 2.3 million on-site visitors in the past 
12 years and in the next five years are on our way to reaching 2 
million people with outreach programs and exhibits across the 
country. 

CRITICAL ISSUES
We believe in the next decade that access to clean water, loss 
of critically endangered species, and a necessary increase in the 
public’s understanding of STEM (science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics) education and science literacy will continue to 
be at the forefront of the global issues facing us all.  

The Dubuque County Historical Society has spent the last 40 
years building a legacy that showcases the history and cultures of 
the Mississippi River and Rivers of America. 

EMBRACING THE FUTURE
We are now in a unique position to further broaden our message 
while also expanding our reach to our visitors, institutional 
partners, the education community, and the community at-large. 

As we embark on our next journey our work will focus on you, 
our stakeholder, in the development of new learning experiences 
and immersive environments, and in advocating and providing 
solutions to these prevalent issues of our lifetime. We will do all of 
this while making documentable improvements towards the health 
of the nation’s rivers.  

There are many opportunities where you, as a stakeholder, can 
be helpful. As you read through the following pages, we invite 
you to become a part of our continued legacy by supporting the 
annual and fundamental needs of our organization. 

Yours, in partnership with the National Mississippi River Museum 
& Aquarium, 

     
       

Jerry Enzler, President     Michael Sanders, Executive Director

A LETTER FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

It has been an amazing year and I am so fortunate to be part of such an 
outstanding organization. 

The next five years are going to see some comprehensive, mission-
driven changes at the National Mississippi Museum & Aquarium. We are 
dedicated to creating a place where visitors experience awe, wonder, 
and personal connections to the Mississippi River. 

Thank you for your support and dedication to our mission. I look forward 
to sharing our successes with you.

Michael Sanders, Executive Director

A native of Minnesota, Michael holds a BA from Minnesota 
State University and an MA in Natural Science and 
Environmental Education from Hamline University. Prior 
to joining the Museum in March of 2014, he spent ten years 
at the Science Museum of Minnesota in Saint Paul, and 
then Director of Operations at the Cleveland Museum of 
Natural History. Michael oversees all operations of the 
Museum & Aquarium and our other Dubuque County 
Historical Society properties. 

Michael Sanders
Executive Director 

OUR VISION

Native to Kansas, 
Erin holds a BA from 
Pepperdine University 
and an MA from the 
School of the Art Institute 
of Chicago. Prior to 
joining the Museum in 
2014, Erin founded the 
Chicago Teen Museum, 
and most recently spent 
eight years as Executive 
Director for the Chicago 
Council on Science & 
Technology. Erin oversees 
all development related 
functions for the Museum 
& Aquarium. 

Erin Dragotto
Director of 

Development

A LETTER FROM OUR DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

Dear Donor, 

Thank you for your consistent support, time, and 
attention. 

We recognize that our long-term success as a cultural 
institution is dependent upon you, our donors and 
the community we all serve.  We take pride in our 
accomplishments, but never stop looking for ways to 
improve. 

As you read through the following pages, we invite you to 
become a part of our continued legacy by supporting the 
annual and fundamental needs of our organization while 
gaining a better understanding of our mission, vision and 
values.

Erin Dragotto, Director of Development 

Jerry Enzler
President

Jerry has served the Historical Society since 1977 and is the founding 
director and first employee of the Museum.  A 4th generation Dubuquer, 
he graduated from Loras College and received an MA in Museum Studies 
from the Cooperstown Graduate Program, State University of New York.  
He enjoys visioning, planning, fundraising, grant writing, and the people 
who visit the museums.  



UNCONVENTIONAL
EDUCATION

Each year we educate more than 45,000 
school children and 700 teachers as part 
of our 250,000 visitors, on- and off-site 
annually. In the next five years we will 
increase our capacity to reach 2 million 
people with our outreach programs and 
exhibits across the country. 

How will we do it? With these unconventional 
tools: aquariums, aviaries, theaters, historical 
sites, exhibits (traveling and permanent), 
archives, wetlands,  wet lab, and water testing 
sites on a 14-acre campus on the bank of the 
Mighty Mississippi. All the while we will 
remain the leader in river history and culture 
and informal STEM education in the tri-
states region. Ambitious? Yes. But with your 
help, we are sure to succeed. 

We aim to inspire the next generation of river 
explorers and improve science literacy while 
encouraging environmental advocacy and 
sustainability efforts. 

MEET A DIRECTOR

Mark has been Director of 
Education for the Museum 
since 2002.  
A born naturalist, he began 
working with conservation 
sites professionally over 30 
years ago. Mark directs and 
implements our education 
message while inspiring 
staff to develop innovative 
curriculum and activities for 
all of our visitors. 

Mark Wagner
Director of 
Education

STEM CURRICULUM 
DEVELOPMENT (K-12) 
Human and natural history. 
Conservation of natural 
resources. Flora & fauna on 
the Mississippi River. 
$$$ - 1 FT employee.

OUTREACH
Museum educator classroom 
presentations. Hands-on or 
standalone interdisciplinary 
lessons. Pre-and post-visit 
activities and evaluations. 
$$ - 1 PT employee 

ON-SITE PROGRAMMING:
Educators engage visitors 
through dynamic, hands-
on learning experiences: 
field trips, camps, tours, and 
seasonal events (Ice Fest, Who 
Works the River, Frog Watch). 
$$ - Each program. 

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT: Certified 
in-service training for formal & 
informal educators.  Content 
varies based on educator 
& student interest.  $$ 
Coordination fee.

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES



Supported by over 150 
river industry partners, this 
program has traveled to 18 
states and was visited by 
100,000 people in the last 
year alone. It is a national 
outreach education effort 
of the National Rivers 
Hall of Fame located in 
Dubuque, Iowa which 
brings together industry, 
community leaders, 
museums, nature centers, 
educators, and the general 
public in recognition of the 

RiverWorks Discovery is the Museum & Aquarium’s 
traveling exhibit and educational program which 
educates people about the commerce, culture, 
conservation, and careers of the great rivers of 
America and their watersheds.

role our rivers have—and 
will continue to play—in our 
nation’s future. 

EXHIBIT &/OR PROGRAM 
SPONSOR: Help us bring 
RiverWorks Discovery exhibits 
and programs to a new 
museum, festival, town or city.  
$-$$$$ Sponsorship 

To schedule or sponsor RiverWorks 
Discovery at your museum, festival, 
town or city please contact:
errin@riverworksdiscovery.org or visit 
www.riverworksdiscovery.org.

Located in Dubuque, Iowa the Hall of Fame has 113 
national founding advisors and supporters in 36 states. 
It preserves the history of men and women of the rivers 
on this continent and continues to be the only national 
museum telling the stories of the people of America’s rivers. 

The Hall of Fame inductees are the pioneers, the explorers 
and the artists of our history. Inductees include Louis 
Armstrong, Sacajawea, Abraham Lincoln, Mark Twain and 
many more. National Achievement Honorees  are people 
who are making current and significant contributions to 
America’s waterways. Our 2015 National Achievement 
inductee—Mark K. Knoy, President and Chief Executive 
Officer of American Commercial Barge Line and Founder 
of RiverWorks Discovery.

BECOME A MUSEUM & AQUARIUM MEMBER: Become a 
member today and support the National Rivers Hall of Fame, the 
history of America’s river people, and exhibits about our rivers. 
$ Annual Membership 

Telling the stories of America’s river people and 
preserving our nation’s river history has been 
the mark of the National Rivers Hall of Fame 
since it was established in 1985.  



living  
Collections

The Living Collections Department is 
in charge of all aspects of the care of the 
Museum & Aquarium’s  animal collection, 
from the obvious feeding of animals and 
cleaning of enclosures to the less obvious 
things like fixing pumps and providing 
behavioral enrichment for our resident 
animals. Our seven full-time Aquarists/
Animal Keepers are not just aquatic 
biologists; they also have to be plumbers 
to maintain aquatic life support systems, 
chemists to ensure stable water quality, 
veterinarians to identify and treat 
diseases, and physicists to understand fluid 
dynamics. The variety ensures they never 
get bored! 

Caring for more than 600 animals of 145 species 
requires a lot of hard work and resources.MEET A DIRECTOR

Andy joined us in 
November 2013. He began 
working with aquariums 
professionally in 1999. 
Previous employers include 
Turtle Bay Exploration 
Park, Minnesota Zoo, 
Albuquerque Aquarium, and 
Living Planet Aquarium. 
His favorite animal? 
Anything he hasn’t worked 
with yet.

Andy Allison
Director of 
Living Collections

MISSISSIPPI DELTA EXPANSION 

The next major change to our animal collection will showcase the connection between 
rivers and the sea. In this new immersive Mississippi Delta habitat you will feel a part of 
the bayou as you explore life among the mangroves, admire the beautiful upside-down 
jellies, and touch the stingrays! 
Opening 2016!  $$$$ Exhibit design/production/installation/ongoing maintenance

MAIN CHANNEL AQUARIUM 

The Main Channel is our largest freshwater aquarium. 
Containing more than 30,000 gallons of water, it houses 
some of the largest species of fishes that call the Mississippi 
River home, such as Alligator Gar, Lake Sturgeon, and Blue 
Catfish. Within this aquarium each species can choose 
among three distinctly different habitats: the nine foot 
deep Main Channel, the shallower Main Channel Border, 
and a Wing Dam. 



THE WORLD 
AROUND US
We live steps away from the 3rd largest watershed in the world, 
the Mississippi River, which is home to more than 445 species of 
fishes; flyway for more than 60% of North American birds; and, 
provides 20 million Americans fresh drinking water – we take 
conservation seriously. 

As a member of the Association of Zoos 
& Aquariums (AZA) we believe it is 
our responsibility to create examples 
of conservation while raising public 
awareness, communicating our message 
effectively and responsibly, and generating 
excitement for our audiences. 

Conveying a message of conservation 
in public view is now more critical than 
ever. 

Our work in conservation education and 
research focuses on climate change and 
water quality; water chemical usage for our 
watersheds; and amphibian and aquatic life 
as it relates to local habitat loss, alterations 
and native species introduction. 

According to AZA at least one-third of 
amphibian species are threatened with 
extinction.

Since 2010, the Museum & Aquarium has 
worked with endangered species such 
as the Wyoming Toad where we have 
propagated and released over 24,000 
tadpoles. We are continuing these efforts 
with Mudpuppies and Higgins Eye Mussels  
to raise the public’s understanding of and 
appreciation of wildlife conservation issues. 
We work to create a deeper understanding 
of conservation issues on a local, regional, 
and national scale. 

NOURISHMENT
Food, water, & shelter are essential 
for the survival of our animals. Did 
you know otters can eat 10% of 
their body weight every day?  
$$$ Animal Feeding/year 

SEA SALT
Salt mixed with our municipal 
water is necessary for maintaining 
the life of 40,000 gallons of our 
marine exhibits. 
$$ Sea Salt/year 

BEHAVIORAL ENRICHMENT
Staff offers enrichment to animals 
to stimulate their minds and elicit 
natural behaviors. 
$ Toys & Time/year 

VET CARE
Just like you, our animals receive 
routine physicals to help catch 
potential medical concerns early. 
$ Monthly check-ups 

WATER TESTING
We test the water in every aquatic 
exhibit. Healthy water makes 
healthy animals. 
$ Weekly Testing 

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES



Our River, 
 Our History

Connecting people of today with the 
“stuff” of the past links one generation 
to the next. Preserving those stories for 
future generations is important work for 
the National Mississippi River Museum 
& Aquarium. The breadth of the historical 
collections encompasses paintings to 
postcards, dugout canoes to lead mining 
tools, rare documents from before Iowa’s 
statehood to showboat costumes from the 
days of vaudeville, and so much more. 

With over 16,000 artifacts and 22,000 archival 
items in our historical collection, it is our duty 
as stewards to preserve and interpret this rich 
cultural, social, and natural history of Dubuque, 
the Mississippi River, and the rivers of America. 

MEET A DIRECTOR

Cristin has spent the past 
five years of her more than 
15-year museum career at 
the Museum, where she 
directs curatorial efforts for 
the historical collections 
and provides leadership to 
the exhibition development 
team. Her favorite artifact? 
Bryant’s Show Boat Props, 
which gives a glimpse 
into a bygone era of river 
entertainment. 

Cristin Waterbury
Director of 
Curatorial Services PRESERVATION 

Each artifact is carefully preserved 
according to the highest museum 
standards; stored with archival 
storage materials; and placed in 
climate-controlled, secure areas 
when not on exhibit. 
$$$ FT Collections Staff/year  

INTERPRETATION
Artifacts tell their own unique 
stories about our shared past. 
Whether through exhibition or 
programming, historical collections 
pass our cultural heritage from 
generation to generation. 
$$$ FT Exhibit Staff/year

PROVENANCE 
Historical collections are carefully 
documented, cataloged, and 
tracked by specially trained staff 
in the management and care of 
museum collections. 
$$ PT Collections staff/year  

ACCESSIBILITY
Our collections are available 
in person for research by the 
public. Our intention is to make a 
significant portion of our historical 
resources available online. 
$$ PT Collections staff/year 

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES



Endowment 
Giving

The Museum & Aquarium Endowment Fund is invested strategically to 
preserve forever its principal value. A portion of the income generated 
each year by the Endowment Fund supports our programs and operations. 
As our endowment grows, it will provide an ever-expanding source of 
stable funding to keep us creative and strong. 

Every gift you make towards endowment enables us to continue 
serving local, regional, and national audiences. 

 Welcome more than 3,800 people to the Museum & Aquarium and  
     Ham House each year through the Everyone’s Museum Membership  
     program, where low income families are invited to become members  
     free of charge.
 Provide 35 free programs each year for low-income schools. 
 Educate over 45,000 school-aged children and educators annually.
 Serve over 175,000 visitors per year, which is three times the entire  
     population of Dubuque.
 Maintain our 14-acre campus and its national historic landmark and  
     national historic registered structures. 
 Provide food, life support, and veterinary services for 600 animals and  
     145 species under our care.  

Explore Dubuque’s rich history at our unique historic site, the Mathias Ham 
House. This historic property is operated by the Dubuque County Historical 
Society and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. It stands today 
as a living reflection of its wealthy builder, Mathias Ham. 

One of Dubuque’s earliest entrepreneurs, 
Ham built his estate in 1856 with money 
from his successful lead mining endeavors. 
Elegant American and European 
furnishings exemplify the opulent 
Victorian lifestyle of a booming river town 
during the Antebellum period.  
Walk the grounds and discover Iowa’s 
oldest building, an 1833 settler’s log 
cabin, and visit an authentic one-room 

schoolhouse. Get a glimpse into life “At the 
Lead Mines,” stepping back to a time when 
Dubuque was at the center of a nationally 
significant lead mining phenomenon.

BECOME A MUSEUM & AQUARIUM 
MEMBER: Become a member today and 
support the talented staff who present tours all 
summer at the Ham House and enrich the lives 
of our visitors. 
$ Annual Membership



The National Mississippi River Museum 
& Aquarium, its collections, exhibits, 
and programs are the jewel of Dubuque. 
With our 4D films, seasonal event series, 
permanent and traveling exhibits, and 
educational camps, our organization is a 
year-round buzz of activity. 

A select few of our most popular 
sponsorship opportunities are listed on the 
next page. Sponsorships vary depending 
upon the size and scope of each event. 

SPONSORSHIP
opportunities 

For more information, please contact: Vicky Sutter at  
563-557-9545 x276, or vsutter@rivermuseum.com.

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES
Our education department 
is host to a number of 
sponsorship opportunities 
including public lectures, field 
trips, camps, and conservation 
efforts all designed to provide 
a unique opportunity to 
explore the Mississippi River, 
while showcasing its people. 
$

4D THEATRE SPONSOR
The 4D immersion theater 
presents large-format 3D 
sights paired with special 4D 
effects including dramatic 
sound, wind, mist, seat 
movement, and scents of 
the on-screen action. A 
15-second commercial for 
your sponsorship seen by 
each viewer. 
$ 
Coming soon! Jerusalem, 
Bugs!, Flying Monsters

SEASONAL EVENTS
The Museum & Aquarium 
produces seasonal events 
throughout the year such 
as: Taste of Dubuque, Rock 
the Dock, Champagne & 
Chocolates, Ice Fest, Mad 
Scientist Party, and Ice Cream 
Social, all designed to create 
a unique experience for the 
public, while highlighting our 
talented community. 
$-$$

TRAVELING EXHIBITS
As a part of our effort to 
inspire and engage a global 
audience, these one-of-a-kind 
traveling exhibits bring new 
visitors to Dubuque, provide 
more opportunities for 
media partnerships, increase 
membership, and allow us to 
showcase our collection. 
$$-$$$ 
Coming soon! NatGeo’s 50 
Greatest Photos; Sherlock 
Holmes, Dinosaurs Unearthed

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

MEET A DIRECTOR

A native Dubuquer, John 
holds a BA from the 
University of Northern 
Iowa. His 11 years with the 
Museum  have included 
several leadership roles in 
tourism: President of the 
Dubuque Convention & 
Visitors Bureau and the 
Eastern Iowa Tourism 
Association, advisor to the 
Travel Federation of Iowa, 
and Tri-State Tourism 
Council. 

John Sutter
Director of Sales
& Marketing

A LETTER FROM OUR DIRECTOR OF 
SALES & MARKETING

We rely on sponsorship support to offer exciting 
exhibits and events to our community. Sponsorship 
comes with many valuable benefits to enhance 
customer attitudes, create positive publicity and 
competitor differentiation, and most importantly, have 
your organization seen supporting a well heralded 
community asset. 

As a powerful complement to your other marketing 
programs, sponsorship can have a dramatic influence 
on customer relations. Our audiences will recognize 
you as a community leader making a great effort to 
support our institution, often spurring more activities 
to take place as a result of your sponsorship. 

John Sutter, Director of Sales & Marketing 

All of our sponsors receive:

• Logo recognition via print, digital and      
    social media
• Invitations and/or free tickets to press     
    previews, private tours, and opening       
    receptions of upcoming exhibits
• Admission discounts 



MEMBERSHIP

Become a member of the 
National Mississippi River 
Museum & Aquarium 
and receive FREE 
ADMISSION every day for 
a full year! A tax deductible 
membership to the Museum 
& Aquarium supports 
our animals, exhibits, 
education, conservation, 
and environment of the 
Mississippi River.

JUST IN TIME FOR 
THE HOLIDAYS!

Starting November 1, 2015 
through December 31, 2015, 
the Museum & Aquarium 
will be selling BOGO (Buy 
One, Get One half off) 
memberships at all of our box 
office locations. 

INDIVIDUAL $55
For One Adult
Includes all benefits above.

DUAL $80
For Two Adults
Includes all benefits above.

ADD A CAREGIVER $25  Add one caregiver to any level. 

FAMILY $125
For two named adults and all 
children ages 3-21.

Includes all benefits above as well as:

Two Free Guest Passes

GRANDPARENT $125
For two named adults and all 
grandchildren ages 3-21.

Includes all benefits above as well as:

Two Free Guest Passes

RIVER ADVOCATE
$200
For two named adults and all 
children ages 3-21.

Includes all benefits above as well as:

Four Free Guest Passes

Membership to Smithsonian 
Institution (Includes 
Smithsonian Magazine 
Subscription)

RIVER AMBASSADOR
$250
For two named adults and all 
children ages 3-21.

Includes all benefits above as well as:

Six Free Guest Passes

Membership to Smithsonian 
Institution (Includes 
Smithsonian Magazine 
Subscription)

RIVER PATRON
$500
For two named adults and all 
children ages 3-21.

Includes all benefits above as well as:

Eight Free Guest Passes

Membership to Smithsonian 
Institution (Includes 
Smithsonian Magazine 
Subscription)

18% Facility Rental Discount

RIVER CHAMPION
$1000
For two named adults and all 
children ages 3-21.

Includes all benefits above as well as:

Ten Free Guest Passes

Membership to Smithsonian 
Institution (Includes 
Smithsonian Magazine 
Subscription)

25% Facility Rental Discount

Two Behind-the-Scenes Tour 
Vouchers (upon availability)

Two Invitations to Special 
Museum Trips and Events

• Unlimited, FREE Admission to all Museum & Aquarium Sites  
   for 1 Year.
• Discounted 4D Movies
• Invitation to Members Only events with valid email
• Discounted admission to special exhibitions and 
   education programs
• National Rivers Hall of Fame voting privileges with valid email
• 10% Discount in Museum Stores and Cafes
• Reciprocal Privileges at participating AZA Zoos & 
   Aquariums nationwide
• Discounts on admission for guests

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS & BENEFITS (all members receive the following)

For more information, please contact: Melissa Wersinger at  
563-557-9545 x 213, or mwersinger@rivermuseum.com.

Office use only:  C       CC       GC       CH#
Date:   Initials:

Complete and mail with payment using the  
provided envelope. Please keep donation and 
membership payments separate.   

YOUR MEMBERSHIP

Enclosed is my check or money order.
Please make checks payable to DCHS.

Or Bill my Credit Card:

Visa Mastercard

American Express Discover

Signature

Card 
Number

Exp.
Date

CONTACT INFORMATION

First Named Adult

Second Named Adult

Address

City State Zip

Email address (newsletters only sent electronically)

Phone Number

3-digit
CVV 

New Membership

Single             $55

Dual              $80

Family           $125

Grandparent           $125

 Renewal

River Advocate         $200

River Ambassador     $250

River Patron         $500

River Champion      $1,000

Caregiver       (add-on) $25



THANKS 
FOR YOUR 
SUPPORT!

MAILING INFO

The Mission of the National Mississippi 
River Museum & Aquarium is to explore 
life of Dubuque, the Mississippi River, 
and the Rivers of America and their global 
connections, and to research, interpret, 
educate and promote the conservation of 
their historical and natural environment. 

CHILDREN/GRANDCHILDREN
Names & Birth Dates (21 & under):

Birth Date

Birth Date

Birth Date

Birth Date

Birth Date

CAREGIVER INFORMATION
must be at least 16 years or older

Name    

Address

City

Email address (newsletters only sent electronically)

Phone Number

Birth Date

Birth Date

Birth Date

Birth Date

Birth Date

*For additional children/grandchildren, please 
attach extra sheet.

Birth Date

MEMBERSHIP FORM, CONTINUED

State Zip

Birth Date 


